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Julia Tutwiler Prison is named for a legendary Alabamian who pushed 
for better conditions in prisons. An ongoing investigation by the U.S. 
Justice Department indicates Alabama's only prison for women is not 
living up to its namesake's ideals.

The Justice Department said women at the Wetumpka prison "live in 
a toxic environment with repeated and open sexual behavior." That 
includes "officers forcing women to engage in sexual acts with officers 
in exchange for basic sanitary supplies; males openly watching 
women shower or use the toilet; a staff facilitated 'strip show" a 
constant barrage of sexually offensive language; punishment of 
prisoners who report improper conduct; and encouraging improper 
sexual contact between prisoners."

"I think Julia Tutwiler would be horrified," said Bryan Stevenson, 
executive director of Equal Justice Initiative.

The Montgomery-based nonprofit group provides legal representation 
for indigent inmates and advocates for better prison conditions. The 
organization filed the complaint that prompted the Justice 
Department investigation.

State Corrections Commissioner Kim Thomas said his department has 
been proactive and is making improvements, including getting 
funding from the Legislature to add security cameras.
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But his plea for more officers and better pay weren't included in the 
governor's recent budget recommendation to the Legislature. The 
governor recommended the prison system get by next year on about 
the same amount it is receiving this year.

House Speaker Mike Hubbard, R-Auburn, called the Justice 
Department's report "very distasteful." But he said the Legislature is 
dealing with several programs needing more money and can't 
overhaul the prison system in one year.

"That is an area that obviously needs more money, but you have to 
prioritize and it's not easy," he said.

The Justice Department's point man in Montgomery isn't taking 
excuses. "Action needs to be taken immediately," U.S. Attorney 
George Beck said.

"These problems have been festering for years and are well known to 
Alabama prison officials," Assistant Attorney General Jocelyn Samuels 
said. She said the Justice Department is expanding its investigation 
to include excessive use of force, inadequate medical care, and 
discriminatory treatment based on race and sexual orientation.

The Justice Department has a 40-year history of pushing for better 
conditions in Alabama prisons and addressing wrongs. Most recently, 
it investigated the 2010 beating death of a male inmate and got 
convictions or guilty pleas from four prison employees for either 
participating in the beating or helping cover it up.

Tutwiler is Alabama's only prison for women. It has struggled with 
overcrowding and understaffing for years. In 2007, a federal report 
based on a survey of inmates rated Tutwiler Prison the worst 
women's prison in the country for sexual assaults.

The prison's white concrete front displays black letters showing it is 
named for Julia Tutwiler, an outspoken advocate for educating 
women and improving conditions in jails and prisons. She also wrote 
the poem "Alabama" that became the lyrics for the official state song.

Tutwiler became known as the "Angel of the Stockade" for getting heat and bette
prison, securing state funding for night school programs in prisons, and getting th
lockup for women inmates so that they would no longer be housed with men. She
Prison was completed in 1942.

Alabama's prison commissioner said he is cooperating with the Justice Departmen
never downplayed the serious nature of the allegations.

Page 2 of 4Justice Department report: Tutwiler Prison far from prison reformer's ideals

1/27/2014http://www.greenfieldreporter.com/view/story/e60ba6100d914cc684b81d4238f2879a/AL-...



"I do not, however, agree that Tutwiler is operating in a deliberately indifferent or
Thomas said.

Tutwiler isn't the only Alabama prison that could face scrutiny. The Equal Justice I
about the physical and sexual abuse of inmates at three male prisons.

Speaker Hubbard and Senate President Pro Tem Del Marsh, R-Anniston, said legis
a national organization, the Council of State Governments, about doing a review o
system, and they hope to have that underway soon.

"We want to make sure our prisons are run correctly. We want to make sure the f
adequate," Marsh said.
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Speaker Hubbard and Senate President Pro Tem Del Marsh, R-Anniston, 
are delaying an confusing with these reviews they are afraid their friends 
will be charged with cover up.
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