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I ) Anthony Ray Hin §6n, who spent nearly 30 years on death row for a crime he did
not commit. Mr. en( d solli cbnﬁn@e infa 5 x 7-foot cell for nearly three decades, during which 54 people
were executed just a AWay. nce thdt prove ocence was presented by EJI attorneys to state prosecutors
and judges 16 years ago, but courts refused to gran ' and state prosecutors would not re-examine their evidence to
confirm Mr. Hinton’s innocence. EJLwe u o from the United States Supreme Court that ultimately led to
Mr. Hinton’s release this year. Pictured ; tC eft) moments after his release with lifelong friend Lester Bailey (center)
and EJI Director Bryan Stevenson. '
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tion of capital punishment. Anthony Ray Hinton was
the 152nd person in the United States exonerated
and released from prison after being sentenced to
death. Since his release there have been four more
exonerations. A shocking rate of error has emerged:
for every nine people executed in the United States,
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one condemned person has been ProYen innocent f;' i
and released. EJI challenge$ th dgat‘ - @ | ; flie'
excessive punishment. We ¢ egal as- ' ; (g il f:l
sistance to more than 100 condemned prisoners on O LSy One tb ed to Mr D

death row. We believe that capital punishment is de- Y ¢ 2 e :"::: IS 1 i&tomvz}és Eﬂl

fined by unreliability, bias, and arbitrariness, and L () | i H the _b@%n; ﬁState Jlif ckho w!lH: E Mr Dandri dges'mn
; /i ol lrde | his immediate reiease Plctured Mr. Dandridge’s

should be abolished.
_ép;ham Y Igree{g; hlm as he walks out of Kllby Prison.
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EJI won Ronald Elston’s release,
and he was reunited with his
mother after 33 years in prison.
Jessica Earnshaw

Staff attorney
Carla Crowder with
Beniah Dandridge

after he is free
from Kilby Prison.
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Each year, EJI provides legal assistance to
hundreds of people who have been illegally
convicted, unfairly sentenced, or abused in
state jails and prisons. In the last three years,
we have obtained relief, reduced sentences,
or release for dozens of people. EJI also pro-
vides re-entry assistance to formerly incar-
cerated people and provides housing,
employment, training, and support to peo-
ple returning home from prison. EJI's Post-
Release Education and Preparation program
has been cited by several state officials as a
model program that has facilitated release
and successful transition from prison for
dozens of formerly incarcerated people.

Robert Saltzman (right) was released from Angola
Prison after being sentenced as a young teen to die
in prison in Louisiana.

In the last year, EJI has investigated hundreds of complaints about abusive prison conditions and inhumane treatment of in-
carcerated people. EJI has documented corruption, widespread sexual abuse of inmates by correctional staff, and mistreatment
of the mentally ill and people coping with serious medical issues in more than a dozen facilities. The United States Department
of Justice has intervened in response to complaints by EJI about Tutwiler women’s prison and EJI has filed a major lawsuit to
address extreme violence and abuse at St. Clair Correctional Facility in Alabama, which has one of the highest rates of murder,
serious assault, and violence in the nation.
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For the last four years, EJI staff have been documenting and detailing: slavery in America. We havé produced-amajor report
about the domesti€ slave trade, erected markers at slave trading sites, and argued that the nation should more truthfully con- .

: . e . Y R : a new video presented by EJI
front the legacy of slavery and its relationship to the continuing problem of racial inequality in America. EJI wants to dra- _ , _ % with art by Molly Crabapple
matically increase the number of truthful markers, symbols, and public spaces dedicated to understanding the horrors of , _ { 7=\ , A y Y Y pp
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EJIis committed to changing the narrative about race in America. To deepen understanding
of the largely untold story of American slavery, we released a report, Slavery in America,

and erected historic markers about the domestic slave trade in Montgomery, Alabama. This
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3 S 2 year, we launched a new film series designed to advance a different national conversation
_ ol Memory for the Slaves by Clara Sornés ; ' about race in America. Our first film, From Slavery to Mass Incarceration, with art by
8  Wikimedia Commons | B 2 Stone Town, Zanzibar ... [ &8 ' award-winning artist Molly Crabapple, has been a huge success.



In February, EJI released a comprehensive report on racial terror lynchings. The result of five years of investigative work,
Lynching in America documents nearly 800 more lynchings than had been identified previously and provides data about the
distribution and location of more than 4000 lynchings in twelve Southern states. The report generated national and interna-
tional headlines as well as thousands of inquiries about America’s era of racial terrorism, when between Reconstruction and
World War II, millions of African Americans were traumatized. EJI will soon release additional reports about lynching and
is now working on a national memorial site to address the legacy of racial inequality and lynching in America.

African American Lynching Victims by State, 1877-1950

Alabama 363
Arkansas 491
Florida 307
Georgia 595
Kentucky 170
Louisiana 559
Mississippi 614
North Carolina 122
South Carolina 184
Tennessee 238
Texas 344
Virginia 88
Total 4075
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LYNCHING IN AMERICA

Thousands of black people were the victims of lynching and racial
violence in the United States between 1877 and 1950. The lynching
of African Americans during this era was a form of racial terrorism
intended to intimidate black people and enforce racial hierarchy and
segregation. Lynching was most prevalent in the South. After the
Civil War, there was violent resistance to equal rights for African
Americans and an ideology of white supremacy led to violent abuse
of racial minorities and decades of political, social, and economic
exploitation, Lynching became the most public and notorious form
of terror and subordination. White mobs were usually permitted to
engage in racial terror and brutal violence with impunity. Many
black people were pulled out of jails or given over to mobs by
law enforcement officials who were legally required to protect them.
Terror lynchings often included burning and mutilation, sometimes
in front of crowds numbering in the thousands. Many of the names
of lynching victims were not recorded and will never be known,
but over 300 documented lynchings took place in Alabama alone.
Jefferson County had the highest number in Alabama (29) and the
ninth highest total lynchings in the nation during the era of
12 terror lynching.
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EJI has undertaken an ambitious project to create a national memorial to confront our nation’s history of enslavement, racial
terrorism, and legalized racial subordination. The site, which will open in Montgomery, Alabama, during the summer of 2016,
will provide a much needed memorial designed to advance racial justice and recovery in a beautiful green space. EJI staff are
organizing activities at lynching sites all across the United States to help advance work related to the memorial project. We
are currently working with our exceptional design partner, MASS Design Group, on the development of the memorial.

MASS Design Group 13
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EJI's building in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, is the site of a former slave
prison where thousands of enslaved
people were held before auction be-
tween 1850 and 1865. We are located
less than 100 meters from Mont-
gomery’s slave market, which was the
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center of the city’s commercial activ-

1ty during the period

enslaved people. EJI is now using its
building and location to educate and
engage visitors with the history of
racial injustice in America.




This exhibit confronty Arnerica’y
history of racial injustios with the
hape of compalling out hation -
towards truth and recorcilistion:

EJT’s benefit honored formerly incarcerated people who use art to challenge conventional ideas 7 Senior attorney
about race, pove 3] and our criminal justice system, 1nclud1ng Orange Is the New Black author Jackie Jones-
Piper Kerman and artist Winfred Rembert (center) with senior attorneys Cathleen Price (left) Peace introduces
and Charlotte Morrison. honorees at EJT’s

‘~‘¥'ﬁ§§5.‘5&“m annual benefit.
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Thousands of people have vis-
ited EJI in 2015 for programs
and presentations about our
work and the need for reform
of the criminal justice system.
Staff speak at colleges, univer-
sities, churches, community
groups, high schools, and con-
ferences on issues of criminal
justice reform and racial in-
s equality: InSeptemberymearly
Ve '266-pgc‘)ap}e-gathered‘at EJI for
. '-—ep.eﬁp"fgaturing Dr. Bernard
Lafayette (at right), who was

wo e xecruited by DryMartin Luther
' King Jr. to serve as national co-
ordinator of the 1968 Poor Peo-
ple’S’Campaign.
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EJI law fellows

Bryan Stevenson’s book, Just Mercy, became a New York Times Bestseller after its re-
lease last fall, and this year, the paperback release reached even more readers. Univer-
sities, churches, police departments, and entire communities collectively read and
discussed Just Mercy, winner of the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence, an NAACP
Image Award, and the Dayton Literary Peace Prize for nonfiction. The New York Times,
TIME Magazine, Esquire, the Washington Post, the Boston Globe, and the Seattle Times
joined the American Library Association in naming Just Mercy one of the best nonfic-
tion books of the year, and in the year since its release, it has been a vehicle for sharing
the work of EJI with a global audience. Just Mercy has opened the eyes and hearts of
thought leaders from the Archbishop of Canterbury to Oprah Winfrey and is advancing
a powerful conversation about our broken criminal justice system.

NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER

Just
Mercy

A STORY OF JUSTICE
AND REDEMPTION

& Bryan
' Stevenson
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