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A rush to the needle: A decision overturned

He should go there, however, on his own, without our help.
Thankfully, a three-judge panel of the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta may
have just seen to that.
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Daniel Lee Siebert. What a horrible human being.
He is a killer of young women and children. May he go straight to meet his Maker.

●

●

In our opinion
10-25-2007

Marketplace

Subscribe

Archives

Late Wednesday, the court overturned a decision by U.S. District Judge Mark Fuller and
stayed Siebert’s scheduled Thursday-night execution, pending a lethal-injection
challenge from Kentucky being heard by the U.S. Supreme Court.
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This surely is a disappointment to Gov. Bob Riley, who had declined to delay the
execution and seemed determined to make sure Siebert didn’t escape Alabama’s death
chamber. You see, Siebert doesn’t have long to live; in a manner of months, he’ll likely
be dead from pancreatic cancer.
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If that were the only issue, however, Siebert’s case might pass without much notice.
It is not so much his state of health that is in question, but the constitutionality of this
almost-execution.
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At this moment, the U.S. Supreme Court is weighing the constitutionality of stateconducted executions by lethal injection. At the very least, Riley should have been
willing to wait until the high court issues its decision. To do anything else simply shows
extraordinarily poor judgment.
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In essence, that is what the 11th Circuit Court said Wednesday.
It’s obvious that politics are involved here. Our take-no-prisoners attorney general, Troy
King, catches loads of attention with addle-headed speeches advocating the abolition of
parole, for example.
The governor, too, wishes no one to think he’s soft on crime, though there is no chance
of that. Alabama knows where the governor stands on crime. He’s tough, that’s clear.
Who isn’t?
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What Riley needed to show us, however, was where he stands on common sense and
the Constitution.
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About our editorial page
Address letters to Speak Out, The Anniston Star, P.O. Box 189,
Anniston, AL 36202. Please limit letters to 200 words. Letters may
be edited for length, libel and taste. All letters are confirmed with
the author before publication.

●

●

●

●

Slideshow » High School
Volleyball | Nov. 1
Video » Band of the Week:
Alexandria Sound of the Valley
| Oct. 31
Slideshow » Auburn Football |
Oct. 27
Slideshow » High School
Football | Oct. 26
Video » Band of the Week:
Ohatchee Indian Band | Oct. 24
Slideshow » JSU Football | Oct.

●

Advertisement

20

Contact our editorial page
Phone:
Fax:
Email:

●

256-235-3557
256-241-1991
speakout@annistonstar.
com

Advertisement

●

●

●

Slideshow » Alabama Football
| Oct. 20
Audio Slideshow: Fourthgraders visit Janney Furnace |
Oct. 19
Video » Band of the Week:
Oxford Yellow Jacket Marching
Band | Oct. 17
Slideshow » Lake Levels | Oct.
14

More »

AP Video

AP Interactives

Subscribe to The Anniston Star
News | Sports | Opinion | Lifestyle | Entertainment | Religion | Business | Community | Obituaries
Speak Out | Classifieds | Legals | PDF edition | RSS | Multimedia | Special Reports | Galleries

Copyright © 1998-2007 Consolidated Publishing. All rights reserved.
Terms of Use | Privacy Policy

