








. Florida sentences juvenile offenders to life without parole for non-homicide offenses at 19
times the rate expected based on analysis of other comparable states.

e  Florida is the only state, with confirmed data, in the nation that has sentenced juveniles to
life without parole for burglary, battery, or carjacking. See Chart C.

e 84% of the total non-homicide juvenile life without parole population in Florida is Black.
See Chart D.

e 13 years old is the earliest age at offense for youths who have received life without parole
sentences in Florida. See Chart E.

. There are 7 states for which the researchers have no reliable data on juvenile offenders
sentenced to life without parole for non-homicides: Alabama, Delaware, Nevada,

Oklahoma, Utah, Virginia, and Wisconsin.”

II. Summary of Conclusion
Florida’s practice of sentencing juvenile offenders to life without parole for non-
homicide cases is unique among American states. The data presented here provide
overwhelming evidence that Florida is out of step with the nation: it stands alone in its
willingness to condemn young people for non-homicide offenses to life in prison without a

chance of a reassessment of their lives in some future time.

II1. Questions

This study asks the following questions:

7 The researchers have reliable data on all other states or have determined that no JLWOP sentences are permitted in
the state.



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

How many non-homicide juvenile life without parole inmates are there presently in the
50 states?

What is the distribution nationally of non-homicide juvenile life without parole inmates?
What is the distribution nationally of types of non-homicide offenses for which juveniles
are sentenced to life without parole?

What is the age and race profile of Florida inmates with JLWOP sentences for non-
homicides?

How does Florida compare with all states and with just other JLWOP states on number
and type of juvenile life without parole sentences for non-homicides?

Is Florida’s practice of sentencing juveniles to life without parole sentences unusual in

the context of all states and in the context of JLWOP states?

This is a preliminary study on the above questions. As more data are obtained, this study will be

updated.

IV. Definitions

What is a “juvenile life without parole sentence for non-homicide?” This study defines

the key terms of this question as follows. “Juvenile” means any person under the age of 18 at the

time of the criminal offense. Second, “life” means the natural life span of the individual. Third,

“without parole” means the juvenile is not eligible for release by a state parole board. Fourth,

“non-homicide” is any criminal conviction where the juvenile is not convicted of any type or

degree of homicide. “Non-homicide” does not include any convictions for attempted homicides

or any convictions for felony murder, where the juvenile did not kill anyone but was convicted as



an accomplice to a murder.® Individuals convicted of attempted homicide or felony murder were

defined as homicide offenders.

V. Methodology
The study’s primary source of data is from individual state government departments of
corrections. In 2009, the researchers of this study sent public record requests to 46 states.” See

Appendix II for discussion of individual state data collection.

VI. Discussion

Florida’s practice of sentencing juvenile offenders to life without parole for non-
homicide offenses is unusual in this country. This conclusion is based on data regarding 43
states.

Five states do not legally permit sentencing juvenile offenders to life without parole for
any offense: homicide or non-homicide. Those are Alaska, Colorado (2005 and after), Kansas,
New Mexico, Oregon,'” and Texas (2009 and after).'" Kentucky does not permit sentencing
anyone under the age of 16 to life without parole; juvenile offenders 16 and over may only be

sentenced to life without parole for capital offenses. '

¥ In this study all individuals with one or more JLWOP sentences for homicide crimes were excluded from
consideration as non-homicide offenders, even if they had additional JLWOP sentences for non-homicide crimes.
Thus, there are other individuals in Florida and possibly other states who have JLWOP sentences for non-homicides
that are not included in this report because they also have a JLWOP sentence for homicide.

? The four states that were not contacted are Alaska, Kansas, New Mexico, and Oregon which do not legally permit
the sentence of JLWOP.

10 Rest of Their Lives 2009 Update (for Alaska, Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, and Oregon).

''S.B. 839, 81st Leg., Reg. Sess. (Tex. 2009) (passed in both House and Senate, May, 2009).

ZKY. Rev. Stat. §640.040 (effective date July 1, 1987).



Table A

The total estimate of JLWOP sentences for non-homicides in the U.S. is 111. Table A
shows the distribution of the estimated 111 juvenile offenders serving life without parole in the
43 states for which there is confirmed data. See Appendix II for data sources."” Only 7 states of
the 43 with confirmed data have juvenile offenders sentenced to life without parole for non-
homicide crimes. Among the states shown in Table A, Florida accounts for 77 (69.4 percent) of
the national total of JLWOP for non-homicide, followed by, Louisiana 17 (15.3 percent), lowa 6
(5.4 percent), Mississippi 5 (4.5 percent) and California 4 (3.6 percent). Two states (Nebraska
and South Carolina) have only one juvenile serving life without parole for a non-homicide
offense; the remaining 36 states in Table A have zero juveniles serving life without parole
sentences for non-homicides. As shown in Table A, Florida is unique among these jurisdictions:
no other state comes close to its practice of sentencing juveniles to life without parole for non-

homicide offenses.

Table B
As Table B shows, 10 states account for 1,966 (76.4 percent) of the total national JLWOP
population of 2,574 (homicides and non-homicides)."*
Three of those ten large JLWOP states, California, Florida, and Louisiana, account for
88.3 percent of the national total (111) of juveniles sentenced to JLWOP for non-homicides.
While these ten states with large a number of JLWOPs (over 50) have rendered a total of

1,966 JLWOP sentences, only 98 juveniles (5 percent of the total of the 10 states) received this

'3 Appendix 11 also discusses the states for which the researchers have no data and the reasons for this.
' The total figure of 2,574 juvenile offenders serving life without parole sentences comes from the Rest of Their
Lives 2009 Update, supra n. 2.



sentence for a non-homicide offense. 78 percent of those 98 juveniles sentenced to life without
parole for non-homicides were sentenced in Florida.

The Percentage Column on Table B shows the portion of JLWOP sentences in each state
that were given for non-homicides. By this measure, Florida once again is clearly unique among
these states. The proportion of all juvenile life without parole sentences that were for non-
homicides in Florida is 25.5 percent, five times higher than second place Louisiana. Put another
way, suppose Florida’s penchant for incarcerating juvenile non-homicide offenders to life
without parole was limited to the average (5 percent) of the states shown in Table B. Under this
scenario Florida would have sentenced only 15 juveniles to life without parole for non-homicide
offenders. The actual figure of 77 is five times higher.

It is clear that Florida’s high rate of JLWOP incarcerations for non-homicides distorts the
“average” use of JLWOP sentencing shown in Table B. Subtracting Florida from the
calculations in Table B, the remaining states account for 21 JLWOP sentences for non-homicide
offenses — 1.3 percent of all JLWOP sentences in these 9 states."”

If Florida limited its sentencing of non-homicide juvenile offenders to life without parole
to the average percent of the nine other states with a large number of JLWOPs (over 50), i.e., 1.3
percent, only four juveniles would have received such a sentence in Florida. Thus, if we use as a
benchmark these other states which account for a large portion of all JLWOP sentences in the
U.S., we see that Florida’s tendency to incarcerate non-homicide juvenile offenders to life
sentences without parole is over 19 times the number that we would expect when Florida’s own

sentencing practices are eliminated from the data.

!> Subtracting Florida’s 302 total JLWOPs from the total JLWOP column and 77 non-homicide JLWOPs from the
non-homicide JLWOP column leaves a total of 1664 and only 21 for non-homicide offenses (21 is 1.3 percent of
1664).



Chart C

Across the nation, juvenile offenders have been sentenced to life without parole for the
following non-homicide crimes: kidnapping, sexual battery, robbery, battery, burglary, and
carjacking. 62 juvenile offenders have been sentenced to life without parole in the country for
robbery, burglary, battery, and carjacking.'® 61 of these juvenile offenders were sentenced in
Florida. Chart C shows the national distribution of juvenile life without parole for robbery,
battery, burglary, and carjacking. Florida is the only state with confirmed data to have sentenced
youths to life without parole for burglary, battery, and car jacking. Twenty four of the seventy
seven non-homicide juvenile offenders have a JLWOP conviction for a burglary. Of these
twenty four offenders, three have only one JLWOP conviction. Florida has sentenced 46 youths
to JLWOP for armed robbery. Only one other armed robbery JLWOP conviction exists in the
nation: in Mississippi.'” All other reported JLWOP sentences for non-homicide crimes in the

U.S. were for kidnapping and sexual battery.

Chart D and Chart E
In this preliminary study, the researchers surveyed the race, age, and offense category of
juveniles who received life without parole sentences for non-homicides in Florida.'"® Table D
shows that 84% of this population is Black.'” Table E shows that the youngest age at the time of

offense is 13 years old.*’

' There may be other individuals in the country with JLWOP sentences for these crimes that are not included in this
study because they also have a JLWOP sentence for homicide.

"7 The inmate in Mississippi was originally eligible for parole, but violated parole on more than one occasion and
now has no possibility of parole. (Mississippi Department of Corrections, July 8, 2009).

'8 The offense dates for these offenders begin in the early 1970s.

' Of the juvenile offenders in Florida sentenced to life without parole for homicide offenses, 62% are Black.
(Florida Department of Corrections, June 10, 2009).

 The Florida Department of Corrections lists two inmates as 13 years old at the time of their JLWOP offense.
These are Joe Sullivan and Douglas Blackshear. While Joe Sullivan was sentenced to life without parole for his



Conclusion
The data presented here provide overwhelming evidence that Florida is out of step with
the nation: it stands alone in its willingness to condemn young people to life in prison for non-

homicides without a chance of a reassessment of their lives in some future time.
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APPENDIX I

Kenneth Young:
Profile of a Florida Juvenile Sentenced to Life without Parole for Non-Homicide

Kenneth Young,*' now 24 years old, is serving four life without parole sentences
for three armed robberies which occurred within a month’s time in the year 2000 in and
around Tampa, Florida. During this period Kenneth turned 15 years old. When Kenneth
was 14 years old, his mother’s 25 year-old drug dealer told him that his mother owed a
three thousand dollar drug debt. This drug dealer threatened Kenneth that if he did not
participate in these robberies his mother would be harmed.

Kenneth’s part in these robberies was to take the money and the surveillance
tapes, while the drug dealer held a gun on the clerk and made the demands. No shots
were ever fired. Kenneth did not have a prior criminal history. The 25 year-old drug
dealer had an extensive criminal history. Despite this, the drug dealer received a life
without parole sentence for only one of the offenses for which Kenneth received life
without parole sentences.

Kenneth’s mother was addicted to crack cocaine while Kenneth was growing up.
She was rarely home. Kenneth’s older sister, a minor herself, was generally the only
person around to care for Kenneth. Kenneth’s father died before Kenneth was born. By
the time Kenneth was 13 years old he had stopped going to school completely. He was
young, uneducated, and alone when he was brought into crime by an adult.

At the conclusion of Kenneth’s first trial, the Judge sentenced him to a term of

prison for the rest of his natural life. Kenneth was so immature and uneducated he did

2! The information in this profile was gathered by the researchers through personal interviews with Mr.
Young between 2006 and 2009. Affidavit of Kenneth Young on file with researchers. See, Florida
Department of Corrections Offender Search page for Kenneth Young at
http://www.dc.state.fl.us/Activelnmates/detail.asp?Bookmark=1&From=list&Session|D=484412624.



not understand what this meant. After the sentencing was over he asked what his
sentence was. When he was told he had received a life sentence, he did not believe it.
He thought the officers were trying to scare him.

Since incarceration, Kenneth has been a model inmate. He has received only one
disciplinary report during his time in prison. It was for failing to make his bed. He is
working towards obtaining his G.E.D. Previously, he was employed as an aide to a
disabled inmate, and since his transfer to a new correctional institution he has become a
barber. Since incarceration, Kenneth has grown from a young boy to a young man.

Kenneth is one of the 77 juveniles sentenced to life without parole for non-

homicide crimes in Florida.



Alabama:

Alaska:

Arizona:

Arkansas:

California:

Colorado:

Connecticut:

Delaware:

Florida:

Georgia:

APPENDIX II

Data Sources by State

Data not available as of time of publication. Data request is
pending.

Alaska prohibits sentencing juveniles to life without parole. Rest
of Their Lives 2009 Update.

Arizona did not provide total number of juveniles sentenced to life
without parole. Arizona does not have any juveniles sentenced to
life without parole for non-homicides according to correspondence
from the Arizona Department of Corrections General Counsel,
dated June 26, 2009, on file with researchers.

Data received from Arkansas Department of Corrections, July 7,
20009.

California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation data not
available as of time of publication. Data included in report were
received from Human Rights Watch, June 24 and 25, 2009. The
Human Rights Watch data is based on June 2008 data provided to
Human Rights Watch by the California Department of Corrections
and Rehabilitation.

Data received from Colorado Department of Corrections, June 26,
2009.

Connecticut did not provide total number of juveniles sentenced to
life without parole. Data request as to this issue is still pending.
Connecticut does not have any juveniles sentenced to life without
parole for non-homicides according to correspondence from the
Connecticut Department of Corrections, dated June 8, 2009, on file
with the researchers.

Data not available as of time of publication. Data request is
pending.

Data received from the Florida Department of Corrections, June
10, 20009.

Data retrieved from Georgia Department of Corrections Inmate
Query, available at
http://www.dcor.state.ga.us/GDC/OffenderQuery/jsp/OffQryForm.



Hawaii:

Idaho:

Illinois:

Indiana:

Iowa:

Kansas:

Kentucky:

Louisiana:

Maine:

jsp. Georgia Department of Corrections data request is still
pending. From the Inmate Query, researchers confirmed 5
individuals serving life without parole sentences in Georgia for
crimes committed before the age of 18- all had convictions for
homicide. Researchers found 11 individuals serving life without
parole sentences in Georgia who were either 17 or 18 years old at
the time of their offense- all had convictions for homicide.

Hawaii did not provide total number of juveniles sentenced to life
without parole. Data request as to this issue is still pending.
Hawaii does not have any juveniles sentenced to life without
parole for non-homicides according to correspondence from the
Hawaii Department of Corrections, dated June 26, 2009, which
states, “[i]n Hawaii, the only individuals sentenced to Life without
Parole are for Murder in the First Degree,” on file with the
researchers.

Data received from Idaho Department of Corrections, July 1, 2009.

Illinois Department of Corrections data request pending. Data for
this report received from Juvenile Life without Parole Project,
Children and Family Justice Center, Northwestern University
School of Law, and Illinois Coalition for Fair Sentencing of
Children, June 25, 2009. Data last updated February 2008.

Data received from Indiana Department of Correction, June 3,
2009.

Data received from Iowa Department of Corrections, June 24,
2009.

Kansas prohibits life without parole sentences for juveniles. Rest
of Their Lives 2009 Update.

Data received from Kentucky Department of Corrections, July 9,
20009.

Louisiana Department of Corrections provided data on juveniles
sentenced to life without parole for non-homicides, June 24, 2009.
Data request is still pending as to total number of juveniles
sentenced to life without parole. Total number used in this report
is from Rest of Their Lives 2009 Update.

Data received from Maine Department of Corrections, July 7,
20009.



Maryland:

Massachusetts:

Michigan:

Minnesota:

Mississippi:

Missouri:

Montana:

Nebraska:

Nevada:

New Hampshire:

Data received from Maryland Department of Corrections, June 10,
20009.

Massachusetts Department of Corrections data request pending.
Data for this report received from Children’s Law Center of
Massachusetts, June 24, 2009.

Michigan Department of Corrections data request pending. Data
for this report received from ACLU Juvenile Life without Parole
Initiative, July 1, 2009.

Data received from Minnesota Department of Corrections, June 8,
2009.

Data received from Mississippi Department of Corrections, June
29, 2009. Mississippi DOC supplemented this data with analysis
of some of the data on July 8, 2009. Mississippi allows an inmate,
under certain circumstances, at the age of 65, to petition the trial
court for “conditional release.” See Miss. Stat. 47-5-139(1) and
Miss. Stat. 47-7-3. Mississippi Assistant Attorney General Jane
Mapp reports (1) that Mississippi’s conditional release process is
not part of Mississippi’s parole system, (2) no inmate, as of
present, is eligible to petition the sentencing court for conditional
release under these statutes, and (3) once an inmate petitions for
conditional release the sentencing court has total discretion. E-
mail correspondence, dated July 14, 2009, on file with researchers
and telephonic conversation with research assistant. Note: Equal
Justice Initiative, counsel for Joe Sullivan, disputes Mississippi’s
determination that there are 5 individuals serving life without
parole for non-homicides in Mississippi.

Data received from Missouri Department of Corrections, June 26,
2009.

Data received from Montana Department of Corrections, June 4,
2009.

Data received from Nebraska Department of Correctional Services,
August 20, 2007. Updated by Family and Friends of Inmates,
Omaha August 2008.

Data not available at time of publication. Data request is pending.

Data received from New Hampshire Department of Corrections,
June 5, 2009.



New Jersey:

New Mexico:

New York:

North Carolina:

North Dakota:

Ohio:

Oklahoma:

Oregon:

Pennsylvania:

Rhode Island:

South Carolina:

New Jersey has no juveniles sentenced to life without parole.
Ashley Nellis, Ph.D., Research Analyst, The Sentencing Project,
Testimony to the Pennsylvania Senate Committee on the Judiciary,
Public Hearing on the Issue of Juvenile Lifers (Sept. 22, 2008).
See also, Rest of Their Lives 2009 Update.

New Mexico prohibits sentencing juveniles to life without parole.
Rest of Their Lives 2009 Update.

New York has no juveniles sentenced to life without parole.
Ashley Nellis, Ph.D., Research Analyst, The Sentencing Project,
Testimony to the Pennsylvania Senate Committee on the Judiciary,
Public Hearing on the Issue of Juvenile Lifers (Sept. 22, 2008).
See also, Rest of Their Lives 2009 Update.

Data received from North Carolina Department of Corrections,
June 30, 2009.

Data received from North Dakota Department of Corrections, June
5, 2009.

Data received from Ohio Department of Corrections, June 30,
2009.

Data not available at time of publication. Oklahoma Department
of Corrections provided only partial data. Data request is pending.
Oklahoma provided data on date of admission not date of offense
(without offense date data one cannot determine the exact number
of juvenile offenders sentenced to life without parole, e.g. a
nineteen year old at admission may have committed his life
without parole offense as a minor). The researchers excluded data
received from Oklahoma for this reason.

Oregon prohibits life without parole sentences for juveniles. Rest
of Their Lives 2009 Update.

Data received from Pennsylvania Department of Corrections, June
30, 20009.

Data received from Rhode Island Department of Corrections, July
1, 2009.

Data received from South Carolina Department of Corrections,
June 16, 2009.



South Dakota:

Tennessee:

Texas:

Utah:

Vermont:

Virginia:

Washington:

West Virginia:

Wisconsin:

Wyoming:

Data received from South Dakota Department of Corrections, June
16, 20009.

Data received from Tennessee Department of Corrections, June 26,
2009.

Data received from Texas Department of Corrections, June 8,
2009.

Data is not available at time of publication. In a letter dated, June
29, 2009, Utah Department of Corrections stated Utah does not
have any inmates sentenced to life without parole who were
admitted to prison before the age of 18. Data request is pending as
to the issue of whether Utah has any inmates serving life without
parole whose offense date is prior to the age of 18. (See Oklahoma
above for further explanation of this distinction).

Vermont has no juvenile offenders serving life without parole. Rest
of Their Lives 2009 Update. Vermont Department of Corrections
data request is pending.

Data are not available at time of publication. Virginia Department
of Corrections denied researchers public records request, June 5,
20009.

Data are from trial court files. Columbia Legal Services,
Institutions Project and DLA Piper reviewed all trial files between
May 2007 and January 2009. Data was confirmed by the
Washington Sentencing Guidelines Commission, February 2009.

West Virginia has no juveniles sentenced to life without parole.
Ashley Nellis, Ph.D., Research Analyst, The Sentencing Project,
Testimony to the Pennsylvania Senate Committee on the Judiciary,
Public Hearing on the Issue of Juvenile Lifers (Sept. 22, 2008).
See also, Rest of Their Lives 2009 Update.

Data are not available at time of publication. Wisconsin
Department of Corrections denied researchers public records
request, June 29, 2009.

Data received from Wyoming Department of Corrections, June 15,
20009.



State

Florida- 69.4%
Louisiana- 15.3%
lowa- 5.4%
Mississippi- 4.5%
California- 3.6%
Nebraska- 0.9%

South Carolina- 0.9%

Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
Colorado
Connecticut
Georgia
Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Kentucky
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio

Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Vermont
Washington
West Virginia
Wyoming
Total

Number Total Percentage

77 69.4%
17 15.3%
5.4%
4.5%
3.6%
0.9%
0.9%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
0.0%
11 100.00%

See Appendix Il for data sources.
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State Total JLWOP  Non-Homicide JLWOP Percentage
Arkansas 58 0 0.00%
California 249 4 1.6%
Florida 302 77 25.5%
Illinois 103 0 0.0%
Louisiana* 335 17 5.1%
Massachusetts 57 0 0.0%
Michigan 347 0 0.0%
Missouri 78 0 0.0%
North Carolina 62 0 0.0%
Pennsylvania 375 0 0.0%
Total 1966 98 5.0%
Percent of U.S total® 76.4% 88.3%

* See Appendix Il for data source.

7,966 is 76.4% of 2,574, which is the total estimated number of juvenile offenders serving life without parole in the United States

. (Rest of Their Lives, 2009 Update).

98 is 88.3% of 111, which is the total estimated number of juvenile offenders serving life without parole for non-homicides in the United States. (Shown on Table A).

Except as otherwise noted data was reported directly from state departments of correction.



National Distribution of Juvenile Offenders Sentenced to Life Without Parole (JLWOP)
for Armed Robbery, Battery, Burglary, and Carjacking

Chart C

OFlorida

ORest of the Nation

There may be other individuals in the U.S. with JLWOP sentences for these non-homicide offenses, but they are excluded from this study because of their
JLWOP sentences for homicide.




Florida Distribution of Juvenile Life Without Parole (JLWOP) Offenders by Race

ChartD

White- 12
16%

Hispanic- 0
0%

Black- 65
84%

Total JLWOP Non-Homicide Offenders: 77

O

Black- 65

Hispanic- 0

White- 12

Florida Department of Corrections, June 10, 2009, Bureau of Research and Data Analysis.




Florida Distribution of Non-Homicide Juvenile Life Without Parole (JLWOP)
Offenders by Age

Chart E
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Total JLWOP Non-Homicide: 77




The Rest of Their Lives

Life without Parole for Child Offenders
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http://www.hrw.org/en/node/11578/section/1
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Summary

I'm a former cop. I'm a true believer in law and order. But my son was a child when this
happened. He wasn't thinking like an adult, and he wasn't an adult . . . how is it that the
law can treat him as if he is one?

-Frank C., father of youth offender sentenced to life without parole, October 22, 2004

Children can and do commit terrible crimes. When they do, they should be held
accountable, but in a manner that reflects their special capacity for rehabilitation.
However, in the United States the punishment is all too often no different from that given
to adults.

In civil matters, state and federal laws recognize the immaturity and irresponsibility of
children. For example, they typically establish eighteen as the minimum age to get
married without parental consent, to vote, to sign contracts, or to serve on a jury. Yet in
forty-two states and under federal law, the commission of a serious crime by children
under eighteen-indeed in some states children as young as ten-transforms them instantly
into adults for criminal justice purposes. Childrenwho are too young to buy cigarettes
legally, boys who may not have started to get facial hair, kids who still have stuffed
animals on their beds, are tried as adults, and if convicted, receive adult prison sentences,
including life without parole (LWOP).

This report is the first ever national analysis of life without parole sentences for children.
Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have discovered that there are currently
at least 2,225 people incarcerated in the United States who have been sentenced to spend
the rest of their lives in prison for crimes they committed as children. In the United
States, departments of corrections do not maintain publicly accessible and accurate
statistics about child offenders incarcerated in adult prisons, and there is no national
depository of these data. Therefore, we were able to collect data on individuals sentenced
to life without parole for crimes they committed as children only by requesting that it be
specially produced for us by each state's corrections department.

The public may believe that children who receive life without parole sentences are
"super-predators™ with long records of vicious crimes. In fact, an estimated 59 percent
received the sentence for their first-ever criminal conviction. Sixteen percent were
between thirteen and fifteen years old at the time they committed their crimes. While the
vast majority were convicted of murder, an estimated 26 percent were convicted of felony
murder in which the teen participated in a robbery or burglary during which a co-
participant committed murder, without the knowledge or intent of the teen. Racial
disparities are marked. Nationwide, the estimated rate at which black youth receive life



without parole sentences (6.6 per 10,000) is ten times greater than the rate for white
youth (0.6 per 10,000).

Our research shows significant differences among the states in the use of life without
parole sentences for children. For example, Virginia, Louisiana, and Michigan have rates
that are three to seven-and-a-half times higher than the national average of 1.77 per
100,000 children nationwide. At the other end of the spectrum, New Jersey and Utah
permit life without parole for children but have no child offenders currently serving the
sentence. Alaska, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, New Mexico, New York, West Virginia,
and the District of Columbia all prohibit the sentence for youth offenders. In May of
2005, Texas changed its law to allow individuals found guilty of a capital felony
(including those below the age of eighteen) to be sentenced to life without parole.
However, we could not definitively interpret this legislation, nor could we include data
from Texas in this report, because the law went into effect on September 1, 2005,
meaning it had not yet been applied or interpreted by the courts of Texas when this report
went to press.

Before 1980, life without parole was rarely imposed on children. The number of child
offenders who received the sentence each year began to increase in the late 1980s,
reaching 50 in 1989. It peaked in 1996 at 152 and then began to drop off; in 2003, 54
child offenders entered prison with the sentence. But states have by no means abandoned
the use of life without parole for child offenders: the estimated rate at which the sentence
is imposed on children nationwide remains at least three times higher today than it was
fifteen years ago. In fact, the proportion of youth offenders convicted of murder who
receive life without parole has been increasing, suggesting a tendency among states to
punish them with increasing severity. For example, in 1990 there were 2,234 youth
convicted of murder in the United States, 2.9 percent of whom were sentenced to life
without parole. Ten years later, in 2000, the number of youth murderers had dropped to
1,006, but 9.1 percent were sentenced to life without parole.

In addition, in eleven out of the seventeen years between 1985 and 2001, youth convicted
of murder in the United States were more likely to enter prison with a life without parole
sentence than adult murder offenders. Even when we consider murder offenders
sentenced to either life without parole or death sentences, in four of those seventeen
years, youth were more likely than adults to receive one of those two most punitive
sentences.

Such harsh treatment for youth offenders cannot be squared with the most fundamental
tenets of human rights law. International standards recognize that children, a particularly
vulnerable group, are entitled to special care and protection because they are still
developing physically, mentally, and emotionally. States are required to offer a range of
alternatives to institutionalization. The imprisonment of a child should always be a
measure of last resort, focused on the child's rehabilitation, and for the shortest suitable
period of time. While incarceration may be proper for youth convicted of very serious



crimes such as murder, this report argues that a sentence of life without the possibility of
parole is never appropriate for youth offenders.

The dramatic increase in the imposition of life without parole sentences on child
offenders in the United States is, at least in part, a consequence of widespread changes in
U.S. criminal justice policies that gathered momentum in the last decades of the twentieth
century. Responding to increases in crime and realizing the political advantages of
promoting tough law and order policies, state and federal legislators steadily increased
the length of prison sentences for different crimes and expanded the types of offenders
facing prison sentences. They also promoted adult trials for child offenders by lowering
the minimum age for criminal court jurisdiction, authorizing automatic transfers from
juvenile to adult courts, and increasing the authority of prosecutors to file charges against
children directly in criminal court rather than proceeding in the juvenile justice system.
The United States thus abandoned its commitment to a juvenile justice system and the
youth rehabilitation principles embedded in it.

"Adult time for adult crime™ may be a catchy phrase, but it reflects a poor understanding
of criminal justice principles. If the punishment is to fit the crime, both the nature of the
offense and the culpability or moral responsibility of the offender must be taken into
account. As the U.S. Supreme Court has repeatedly recognized, the blameworthiness of
children cannot be equated with that of adults, even when they commit the same crime.
Most recently, in Roper v. Simmons in 2005, the Court ruled that the execution of child
offenders was unconstitutional, finding that juveniles are "categorically less culpable”
than adult criminals. The ruling noted that juveniles lack the "well-formed" identities of
adults, are susceptible to "immature and irresponsible behavior,” and vulnerable to
"negative influences and outside pressures.” Neuroscientists have recently identified
anatomical bases for these differences between juveniles and adults, establishing the
behavioral significance of the less developed brains of children.

Life without parole sentences for child offenders-meaning there is no possibility of For
supporters of life without parole sentences, the immaturity of child offenders is not a
good enough reason to abolish the sentence. They argue that the punishment also serves
to deter future crime. But does youth deterrence actually happen? Research has failed to
show that the threat of adult punishment deters adolescents from crime. This is not
surprising, given the well-documented limited abilities of children, including teenagers,
to anticipate the consequences of their actions and rationally assess their options. Few
adolescents are likely to be able to grasp the true significance of a life sentence. One
twenty-nine-year-old woman serving life without parole told a researcher for this report
that when she was sentenced, at the age of sixteen:

I didn't understand "life without" . . . [that] to have "life without,” you were locked down
forever. You know it really dawned on me when [after several years in prison, a
journalist] came and . . . he asked me, "Do you realize that you're gonna be in prison for
the rest of your life?" And | said, "Do you really think that?" You know. . . and | was
like, "For the rest of my life? Do you think that God will leave me in prison for the rest of
my life?"[2]



Virtually all countries in the world reject the punishment of life without parole for child
offenders. At least 132 countries reject life without parole for child offenders in domestic
law or practice. And all countries except the United States and Somalia have ratified the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, which explicitly forbids "life imprisonment
without possibility of release™ for "offenses committed by persons below eighteen years
of age." Of the 154 countries for which Human Rights Watch was able to obtain data,
only three currently have people serving life without parole for crimes they committed as
children, and it appears that those four countries combined have only about a dozen such
cases.

Sentencing children as adults means they may well enter prison while they are still under
eighteen. One third of the youth offenders now serving life without parole entered prison
while they were still children, in violation of international human rights standards that
prohibit the incarceration of children with adults. But regardless of the precise age at
which they entered prison, all have faced the same conditions as the older adults with
whom they live: gangs, sexual predators, extortion, and violence. They also confront
special hardships inherent in their sentence. Although it may take time to fully register in
a child's mind, the sentence sends an unequivocal message to children that they are
banished from society forever. Youth are told that they will die in prison and are left to
wrestle with the anger and emotional turmoil of coming to grips with that fact. They are
denied educational, vocational, and other programs to develop their minds and skills
because access to those programs is typically restricted to prisoners who will someday be
released, and for whom rehabilitation therefore remains a goal. Not surprisingly, child
offenders sentenced to life without parole believe that U.S. society has thrown them
away. As one young man told a researcher for this report, "Seems like. . .since we're
sentenced to life in prison, society says, "Well, we locked them up, they are disposed of,
removed."'[3]

U.S. federal and state governments have the responsibility of ensuring community safety.
But government is also responsible for ensuring that justice is served when a person is
tried, convicted, and sentenced. The terrible crimes committed by children can ruin lives,
causing injury and death to the victims and grief to their families and friends. Sentencing
must reflect the seriousness of the crime, but it also must acknowledge that culpability
can be substantially diminished by reason of the youth and immaturity of the perpetrator.
Child offenders should be given the possibility of freedom one day, when they have
matured and demonstrated their remorse and capacity for rehabilitation.

Note: In keeping with international human rights standards, throughout this report we use
the terms “child” and "children” to refer to persons under the age of eighteen. Unless
otherwise indicated, all references to youth, adolescents, minors, and juveniles also refer
to persons under the age of eighteen. release during the prisoner's lifetime-effectively
reject the well-established principle of criminal justice that children are less culpable than
adults for crimes they commit. As the father of a teen offender serving life without parole
pointed out to us: "I'm a former cop. I'm a true believer in law and order. But my son was
a child when this happened. He wasn't thinking like an adult, and he wasn't an adult . . .



how is it that the law can treat him as if he is one?"[1] The anguish and anger of a
victim's family and friends may well be the same whether a murder is committed by a
child or an adult. But justice requires a sentence commensurate with both the nature of
the crime and the culpability of the offender.

[1]Human Rights Watch telephone interview with Frank C., Colorado, October 22, 2004.

[2] Human Rights Watch interview with Cheryl J., McPherson Unit, Newport, Arkansas, June 24, 2004 (pseudonym).
Throughout this report, as indicated, prisoners' names have been concealed through the use of pseudonyms in order to
protect their security and privacy. Everyone interviewed for this report was age eighteen or older at the time of the
interview.

[3]Human Rights Watch interview with Javier M., Colorado State Penitentiary, Cafion City, Colorado, July 26, 2004
(pseudonym).
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In March, 1993, LeAlan Jones, thirteen, and
Lloyd Newman, fourteen, collaborated with
public radio producer David Isay to create the
radio documentary Ghetto Life 101, their
audio diaries of life on Chicago's South Side.
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. to an overpass to throw rocks at cars, to a bus
ride that takes them out of the ghetto, and to friends and family members in the
community.

The candor in Jones and Newman's diaries brought listeners face to face with a
portrait of poverty and danger and their effects on childhood in one of Chicago's
worst housing projects. Like Vietnam War veterans in the bodies of young boys,
Jones and Newman described the bitter truth about the sounds of machine guns at
night and the effects of a thriving drug world on a community.
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Jones: Good morning. Day one. Walking to school. Leaving out the door.

(Door opens. Music fades up.)

Jones: This is my dog, Ferocious. You know why he got that name if you hear him bark.
(Bark)

Jones: | see the ghetto every day walking to school.

Some guys on the corner burning a fire. Be here summertime, wintertime, spring, fall --
every day. With they drink in they hands. Probably some White Port, Willie P, Jack
Daniels, E&J.

I live here. This is home.

(Speaking to friends) What's up, Emmie? What's up, Doodoo?

This is my walk everyday, so I'm taking you on a little journey through my life. Yes, my
life. Yeah.

(Music crescendos, then begins to fade.)

Jones: My name is LeAlan Jones and I'm thirteen years old. I live in a house just outside
of the Ida B. Wells Projects. My best friend, LIoyd Newman, lives in the Ida Bees. This is
our story.

(Knocking on Lloyd’s door)

Jones: Every morning | pick up Lloyd on the way to school. Today we're ready to work --
strapped with our tape recorders and microphones.

(Sound of Lloyd's house)
Newman: Whassup?

Jones: You got the Tom Brokaw-look, lookin' like Tom Brokaw. You got the Tom
Brokaw, nigger, sit down.

Newman: This is LIoyd Newman and I'm fourteen years old. I live with my brothers and
sisters in the Ida B. Wells projects.

Jones: Let me describe Lloyd. Lloyd is short. He weighs about 75 pounds. | have an inch
between my fingers when | put them around his wrist. He got a head like a Martian.

Newman: Alright, now let me talk about LeAlan. His belly take up his whole body.



Jones: Like your head take up yours.

Jones: We been friends since first grade.
Newman: That's seven years!

Jones: Man -- seven years of our life together.

(Lloyd’s house fades out and the sounds of a classroom reciting the "Pledge of
Allegiance" fade in.)

Jones: Our first stop today is Donoghue Elementary School, where we're both in eighth
grade. It's right across the street from Lloyd's house in the projects.

Students (reciting): Liberty and justice for all . . .
Teacher: Be seated. No, no . . .

Student: Good morning Vietnam.

Newman: Monday morning at 8:30.

Jones: It's kind of rowdy in the morning.

Teacher: Shante Hayes. Torrence Hinton. Absent. LeShawn Hunt. Absent. Uhh Terry
Johnson. Absent.

Jones: That's Ms. Ford, our homeroom teacher. We give her a hard time.
Teacher: Fellas, would you please shut your mouths?
Jones: Some times we learn. Most of the time it's just too rowdy to learn.

Teacher: | can support myself. | can buy the things | want to because | learned to use my
brain. Now lets try working on yours.

(Class giggles.)
O.K., the sheets that | have been giving you so far . . .

Newman: LeAlan and I interviewed our principal, Mrs. Tolson, about working at a school
like Donoghue.

Jones: Is it hard being a teacher in this neighborhood?



Tolson: Yes, yes. It's difficult. Not so much because the children are really any different.
It's difficult because of the publicity that surrounds the area. And you don't believe that
we believe you're smart.

Jones: But sometimes, there's no denying we're smart.

Newman: After school, day one. Me and LeAlan head downtown with our tape recorders.

(Sound of bus)

Jones: On the bus, some one tells us that there are professional basketball players staying
at the Hyatt Regency. So, being top notch reporters, we head to the hotel to check it out.

(Hotel lobby music)

Jones: You hear the nice music they're playing?

Newman: Yeah.

Jones: A few minutes later, we scammed our way up to the 20th floor. That's where we
found Dale Ellis -- a guard with the San Antonio Spurs. He let us interview him in his
room.

Jones: Yeah, I'm from Ida B. Wells -- what part of the United States are you from?

Ellis: Atlanta -- actually Marietta I'm 29 minutes north of Atlanta.

Jones: | know you played for the Sonics and you won the three point contest. What are
some of your greatest achievements in life?

Ellis: Well, the biggest achievement, | think, is just being here for one.

Jones: We chilled out with Dale for about fifteen, twenty minutes. It was cool.
Ellis: Math was always my favorite subject. It was always my favorite subject.
Jones: Thank you. Can | have your autograph?

(Everyone laughs.)

Jones (whispering): Goddamn. That was Dale Ellis man. That was Dale Ellis, man!!
Newman: Dale Ellis, thank you.

Jones: Dale Ellis from the San Antonio Spurs.



(Downtown Chicago street sounds.)

Jones: After we finished with Dale Ellis, Lloyd and I figured we did enough for our first
day as reporters.

Jones: Man, I'm tired.

Newman: Who ain't tired? | think I'm about to have a back-stroke carrying this stuff on
my back!

Jones: Okay, I'll talk to you guys later. I'm out.
(Tape recorder clicks off .)

(Fade up on sound inside LeAlan's house.)
Jones: My house, day two.

Newman: LeAlan lives just a block away from me in an old house on Oakwood
Boulevard. There are three houses attached to the side of his.

Jones: One of them's burned, and two of ‘em just abandoned. And one of them, it leans
over and keeps moving our house over to the side. When it get cold outside, it get cold in
here. When it rain, the rain coming in. Whatever nature do, this house do. I'm in my front
room now. How you doin’, Toochie?

June Jones (Mom): Okay.

Jones: That's my mother. Everyone call her "Toochie."

Jones: Say hello, Jeri.

JERI: Hello.

Jones: My little sister, Jeri. I'm walking up the stairs.

Newman: LeAlan's grandma and grandpa live on the second floor of the house up a
rickety flight of steps.

Jones: Listen. (Shakes creaky banister.) That shows you how rickety they are.

Jones: My grand mother moved into this house in 1937. Her name is June Marie Jones. |
interviewed her in her room.

Jones: This is still day two. It's 12:06. Hello.



June Jones (Grandma): Hello.

(Laughs.)

Jones: What we gonna talk about?

Grandma: We gonna talk about the neighborhood.

Jones: How it changed and everything. How do you think it changed?

Grandma: For the worse. When we first came in the area there were no projects, there
were all homes. And at one time we had nice hotels where different movie stars would
come in and stay.

Jones: When you start seeing a major change in the neighborhood?

Grandma: It wasn't all of a sudden. It happened gradually: day by day, year by year. You
could see the change when people would move out, or maybe the original owner would

pass and their families didn't want the building, and they would just go down.

Jones: My grandma raised eight kids in this house. Her two oldest boys died. Now she
has six kids.

Grandma: | have three boys and three girls. They all spoiled rotten. And so are the
grandchildren, and especially you.

Jones: Get you!

(They laugh.)

Jones: What type of child was | when | was little? | was a whining child?
Grandma: No, you was a nice little red headed boy with the blue eyes.
Jones: | had blue eyes or brown?

Grandma: They was blue. They were lighter when you were young. And your hair was
lighter. And it would turn white in the summer and darker in the fall.

Jones: Well how was | named?
Grandma: You got your name from your two oldest uncles. Oldest boy's name was Alan,

and the second boy was Eric Lee, and your mother made your name out of the two
names.



Jones: Why she didn't name me no common name? Why she have to name me a
sentimental name?

Grandma: Because you're different. Your name is different and you're different.
Jones: My name is LeAlan Marvin Jones.

Grandma: And she gave you the "Marvin" for Marvin Gaye because she liked to hear him
sing.

Jones: My name is sentimental.
Grandma: Yeah, your name is special and you're a special person, too.

Jones: Compared to other people who live in this neighborhood, my grandma says she
had it easy.

Grandma: | think | been blessed, because things could have been a whole lot worse than
they have been.

Jones: But she has had plenty of troubles -- the kinds of things you see in every family
around here. My grandmother had one son who was murdered. She has another son who's
addicted to drugs and is in and out of jail. Her grandson, my cousin Jermaine, came down
with leukemia when he was six. He was cured, but the medication left him learning
disabled . It upset his mother so much that she started drinking. Now he lives here with
my grandmother -- sleeps in her bed.

Jones: How old are you?

Jermaine: I'm eleven. I'll be twelve this year.

Jones: What do you think about your mother?

Jermaine: She okay.

Jones: You love her?

Jermaine: Yeah. When she not drinking I love her. If she start drinking, | don't.

Jones: Me, my mother and my little sister all stay downstairs in the front room. | sleep on
the couch. My mother and sister sleep on a mattress on the floor. Even though my mother
lives with us, my grandma also has custody of me and my sisters, because of my mother's

mental illness. This is my mother, Toochie.

Mom: | been on medication, off and on, since 1977.



Jones: She's okay now, but she's had a lot of problems in the past. It's upsetting to see her
when she sick.

Mom: One time, | had went downstairs, and it's a long story, but | started seeing shadows
on the back porch when I used to look out the window at night. And it looked like Ronald
Reagan, and he was talking to my grandmother. And I was hearing voices. And the
voices told me to get butt naked. I had did that before, too -- taking my clothes off.

Jones: What type voice are these? Are they a man voice, or a female voice, or just a
voice?

Mom: Just a regular little voice up there.
Jones: Who is my father?

Mom: Your father is a fellow named Toby Flipper. He say he know you exist. He seen
you when you was about two. And | ain't seen him since.

Jones: What do you think happened to him?

Mom: He probably dead.

Jones: Thank you.

Mom: Okay.

(Tape recorder clicks off.)

(Street sounds)

Jones: Lloyd lives about two blocks from my house in the Ida B. Wells Projects. The Ida
Bees are made up of about 3,000 units. Most of them are low-rise houses. A lot of them

are in miserable condition.

Newman: Now we walking in the Ida B. Wells. Which is 50% houses are boarded up.
Now we're going into my house. We're knocking on the door.

(Sound of knocking.)

Kicking on the door.

(Sound of kicking.)

I hope she hurry up and open it.

(Door opens up.)



Now we walking into my house.

(Sound of loud music played on the stereo at Lloyd's house.)

Jones: Lloyd house is kind of messed up. There's lots of roaches creeping around. The
toilet's been stopped up off and on for years. The place is always noisy. Lloyd's mother
died two years ago from drinking. His father is also an alcoholic. So Lloyd's two older
sisters have been bringing him up since then. Lloyd's sister Sophia was the closest to their
mother.

Newman: How did you react to it when you heard that she died?

Sophia: I was very upset. | just thought my life wasn't worth living. | wanted to die, too. |
just thought we wasn't going to make it without her. But | see that we made it, and I'm
very proud of us.

Newman: Do you think it's hard bringing us up at the age of twenty?

Sophia: Well, I'll be twenty this year -- I'm nineteen. But sometimes you all give us a
tough time, but I love having you all as my brothers and sisters.

Jones: All together there are four boys and three girls living in the house. Lloyd's sister is
bringing them all up on a $500 a month welfare check. It isn't easy.

Chill: My name is Michael Murray.
Lloyd's brother: His name is "Chilly Mac.” He's at the liquor store.

Jones: Almost every day, Lloyd's father visits the house. His name is Michael Murray,
but everyone calls him "Chill."

Chill: They gave me that name. | used to shoot pool, | used to hustle -- any kind of way |
could get some money.

Jones: When he come over, he's almost always drunk. And the kids make fun of him.
Like today -- they asking him to spell "food."

Sister's Friend: Spell "food."
Chill: L-O-O-F . .. L-O-O-F.
Jones: L-O-O-F?

Sister's Friend: F-O-O-D.



Sophia: Wait -- what did you spell? We said spell "food." What you eat.
Chill: Oh, food. What you eat?

Sister's Friend: Yeah, buddy boy, spell food.

Chill: L-O-O-F?

Newman: | asked my father, Chill, what his best memories of my mother are.

Chill: Me and her have fun, putting our feet in the water together. We were sober then --
but once we started getting high, them memories gone. They gone.

Newman: Why are you drinking?

Chill: 1 don't understand why I'm drinking.

Newman: Do you think you going to stop?

Chill: Yeah, I'm going to rehab, and take care of myself.
Newman: What do you drink?

Chill: 1 drink about two or three pints of wine a day. But it ain't helping me, it's only
killing me. Don't people understand it’s destroying you?

Newman: If it's destroying you, why do you still drink?

Chill: That's why I got to go into rehab, because | don't want to destroy my family. | want
my family.

Newman: Do you think you've been a good father?

Chill: Yes, I have. To the best capability I could.

Newman: | have no further questions.

(Tape recorder clicks off.)

(Fade up on sound of card game.)

Jones: Every Saturday evening at Lloyd's house, a bunch of people comes over to play
cards -- mostly Lloyd's sisters’ friends. Usually the game lasts all night. I left at about

11:30 or 12:00.

(Music, outside sounds.)



Jones: | met up with Lloyd the next morning.
Jones: How the card game go last night?
Newman: | won all the money! It was 80 dollars!
Jones: Jeepers, how you be winning all the time?

Newman: | don't cheat, which everybody think I do. But I'm hooked now -- once | start |
can't stop.

Jones: Man, what you want for breakfast -- since you buying?
Newman: | took LeAlan to Johnson's restaurant on 39th Street for breakfast.
Waiter: Alright what else?

Jones: Since Lloyd had $80, we ordered everything on the menu.
Jones: Then with the omelet | want the hash browns and grits.

Waiter: Okay, now what about this French toast?

Newman: | want the French toast with sausages.

Jones: And | want the juice.

Waiter: Hold on a minute, just hold on.

(Restaurant sounds fade out into outdoors sounds.)

Jones: Man, that was one good breakfast.

Newman: We just now got through eating at Johnson's Restaurant.
Jones: | ate twelve French toasts, two omelets.

Newman: LeAlan ate the whole store up!

Jones: Ooh man, | could eat again. My stomach starting to get hungry.

Newman: That's all we do is eat, man, to tell the truth ain't it -- eat and talk. Let's get on
the bus man.

(Music)



Jones: We take bus rides whenever Lloyd wins playing cards, or if either one of us gets a
little money.

Newman: Just ride to the end of the line.

Jones: Take a break from everyday life in the ghetto.

Newman: There go the bus.

Jones: Yeah. Let's go, let's go, let's go! Let's go!

Newman: Hold that bus! Hold the bus! Hold that bus, please!

(Sound of getting on bus and paying fare.)

Jones: On the bus. We just sit at the back, look out the window, and trip out.
Jones: What's your favorite food -- breakfast food, lunch food or dinner?
Newman: Dinner food.

Jones: This is what | be doing G. .

(Refrain of music washes away conversation.)

Jones: When we on the bus we talk about anything and everything.

Jones: | don't see how them Chinese people go to school seven days out of a week.
Jones: Man, there's a couple of billion oriental people.

Newman: "Oriental." Don't you spell that "O-R-1-E-N-T-A-L?"

Jones: Think that's right.

Newman: 'Cause that's the name of the Ramen Noodle -- you know the noodles that we
be eating?

Jones: Yeah, | love them. Oriental noodles -- | be tearing them off when | be hungry.
(Refrain of music washes away conversation.)

Jones: When a nice looking female gets on the bus, we like to let her know we there.



Jones: Hey girl, he say he like you. He say you attractive. He say it's just that animal
magnetism that just attracts him. Man, he say he love you.

Newman: Uh uh -- I just love you!

(Boys laugh.)

Jones: Oh God. Oh God.

(Laughter)

(Refrain of music washes away conversation.)

Jones: We just like to act the fool on the bus. Get some attention.
(Sound of bus horn honking.)

Jones: We almost hit a car. Whew, that car came out we almost hit it. | think we did. No,
we didn't.

Newman: If we would have had an accident, you think we would have gotten hurt?
LeAlan: I would have sued -- "My neck hurt. | can't move. Man | can't move my neck."”
(Boys laugh.)

"My nose broke ohh."

Newman: Would you rather have a rubber nose or a plastic nose? | ain't talking about the
kind like Michael Jackson.

Jones: A rubber nose, because if | have a fight they hit me it just bounce right off and hit
them in they face.

(Refrain of music washes away conversation and then fades out.)
(Sound of telephone conversation.)

Jones: When | got home from our bus ride on Sunday afternoon, | found out that in the
morning, while we were eating breakfast, my cousin Tony got jumped by one of the
gangs in the neighborhood. They beat him up so bad they put him in the hospital. He
wouldn't let me interview him, but | recorded him while he told his friend on the phone
what happened.

TONY: I'm out homes -- I'm breathing and everything. | can hear everything. But | ain't
woke.



Jones: Tony's saying that they beat him up until they knocked him unconscious. Then
they hit him a couple more times in the mouth. That woke him up, and he got away. He
says it's just a blessing that he made it back home.

TONY: It's just a blessing that I made it back home.

(Street sounds.)

Jones: This is where the drive by took place last year, where the EI Rukns shot down
some folks right in this area where we walking now.

Newman: Gangs and violence are just a way of life in this neighborhood.

Jones: And now we see the Fort, where the Fort used to stand.

Jones: Just a block from my house is a big vacant lot -- that's where the Fort used to be.
An old movie theater that was the headquarters of the EI Rukns street gang until the city
tore it down.

Jones: We standing on the grounds now. You still see the caution police barrier.

Jones: We’re just in eighth grade, but a lot of the kids we grew up with already joined the
gangs. When we were walking around the neighborhood, we spied our friend Gary,
selling drugs.

Jones: Gary! Slow up, man!

Newman: LeAlan asked him what he thought he was going to be doing in ten years, since
he already dropped out of school.

GARY: | ain't gonna be alive ten years, because selling drugs and shit they gonna pop my
ass.

Newman: He says he won't be alive in ten years, because with his selling drugs,
someone's gonna shoot him before that.

Jones: I don't know why some kids just give up hope, and others -- like me and Lloyd --
hold on. Maybe its just that both me and Lloyd have at least one strong person in our
families to watch over us.

Newman: But, no matter what the situation, every kid who lives in this neighborhood has
to grow up fast.

Jones: When | was nine, | knew where drugs came from. When | was ten | seen my first
automatic weapon -- a Glock Nine -- two clips.



Newman: | seen all kinds of guns -- .44, .22, Techs. | saw rifles.

Jones: Mac 10, Mac 11.

Newman: Living around here. You hear shooting all the time.

Jones: Like Vietnam sometimes. You might hear "Booka Booka." Silent. I remember one
time | was over at my Auntie house spending the night. We playin' Super Nintendo. |
hear this lady: "I heard you been looking for me, nigger." Then she just -- Boom Boom
Boom Boom. She let off about eight shots. Then | heard the other gun fire off, and we
were just still there playing there like nothing happened.

And then Vietnam, them people came back crazy. | live in Vietnam, so what you think
I'm gonna be if I live in it and they just went and visited.

Living around here -- it's depressing. Man, it's depressing.

(Music)

It's not a normal childhood by any means.

(Sound of the boys walking outside.)

Jones: Now we walking towards the lake front.

Jones: Sometimes, when we bored, nothing else to do, we get on the bridge which goes
over Lake Shore Drive, and we drop rocks on the cars below -- try to crack they
windshields. And then run.

Newman: Mini-vans are one of our favorite targets.

Jones: That's a brother in there. Hit the white blazer. The white blazer. Throw it now!

(Sound of the boys running away.)

Jones: You just driving your car and -- Poom! .We just hit the car. | don't care about them
people. Most of them going to the suburbs.

Newman: You be bored you do anything.
Jones: Just to have some fun. Lloyd, come on, let's stop running. All I know is I bust your

windshield and you got an insurance claim -- | don't care about them people. Boy you
didn't think I was going to do it, did you?



Jones: It definitely ain’t easy growing up in the ghetto. So far me and Lloyd are okay. But
it's always tough to stay out of trouble in this environment. The poverty, the drugs, the
pressures, the tragedies -- it gets to people.

Newman: You never who’s gonna get into trouble, or when they just gonna give up. Like
LeAlan’s sister Janell.

(Sound of TV at LeAlan's house.)
Newman: We back at LeAlan's house.

Jones: My sister back here asleep in her room. What time you got in this morning? You
stupid! When the last time you been to school?

Jones: My older sister, Janell. When she was my age, thirteen, she was an honor student.
She won the spelling bee. She was the salutatorian of her class. Then when she hit
fourteen, she started buggin' out. Hanging around with the wrong crowd. Staying out all
night. Stopped going to school.

Newman: The week before we did our recording, Janell almost died. She drank too much,
and had to be rushed to the hospital.

Jones: Can | interview you? Janell, tell me about yourself.
Janell: Well, I'm very energetic. I like to have a lot of fun.
Jones: Like to drink a lot.

Janell: No, I don't.

Jones: Yes, you do. You smoke marijuana?

Janell: No, I don't.

Jones: Yes, you do -- tell the truth!

Janell: No, I don’t.

Jones: You're seventeen.

Janell: Yes.

Jones: Have a child.

Janell: Yes.



Jones: How old were you when you had this child?

Janell: Fifteen.

Jones: How many close friends of yours have got killed through the years?
Janell: I don't know. I can't count all of them. Been a lot though.
Jones: You think it's around fifty?

Janell: I don't think it's that many.

Jones: About thirty or forty?

Janell: Probably somewnhere in that area. Maybe a little less than thirty.
Jones: Do you know who killed or murdered these people?
Janell: 1 know who killed some of them.

Jones: Like who?

Janell: Like Veal.

Jones: Who killed him?

Janell: I ain't gonna tell you who killed Veal.

Jones: Who else?

Janell: I know who killed Slick.

Jones: Who?

Janell: I don't want to tell you that either.

Jones: Who else?

Janell: Cheesy.

Jones: Who killed him?

Janell: I ain't gonna tell you that either.

Jones: Thank you.



(Sound of radio playing in grandmother's room.)

Jones: My grandma sleeps across the hall from my sister, where she keeps an eye on
Janell and all the rest of us. She's been through a lot in this house. She spent a lot of years
worrying about her children, and now she has to worry about her grandkids. But she's a
strong woman.

Sometimes | think about what might happen to the family if my grandmother dies. A lot
of times I’ve had dreams that she died -- and when | wake up, I run upstairs to make sure
that she's still there. | get onto the bed with her and grandfather, and talk about all kinds
of things. Like what my granddad was like before he had all his strokes.

Grandma: He was wild, liked to stay out in the street all the time.

Jones: He over there batting his eyes, acting like he sleeping. | see those eyes going,
trying to find out what you thought about him.

Grandma: He go to work all day, and stay out in the street all night
Jones: Didn't he work at the cow company?

Grandma: Stock yards, he worked at the stock yards as a lugger -- he would carry the
cows on his back.

Jones: A cow weigh 1500 pounds!

Grandma: He lug it. He’d carry half of it and put it up on the hook.

Jones: How you carry them cows, granddad? How you didn't get squashed?

Granddad: Carry the half of the cow.

Jones: How?

Granddad: On your back.

Jones: That's why we all got strong backbones, huh?

Granddad: Yup.

Jones: My grandmother says she gets her strength to carry on, her wisdom, from the
Bible. She loves gospel music. And of all the song she knows, the one she loves the most

is called "One day at a time."

Jones: Could you please sing that song for us?



Grandma: With my voice all messed up?

Jones: Do it. One, two, three . ..

Grandma (sings): Do you remember when you walked among men? Well Jesus you
know, if you lookin' below, it's worse now than then. They're pushing and shoving,
they're crowding my mind. Lord, for my sake, teach me to take one day at a time. One
day at a time, sweet Jesus, that's all I'm asking of you. So help me today, show me the
way, one day at a time.

Jones: She was hoarse but she still can blow. Thank you.

(Tape recorder clicks off .)

(Music)

Jones: This is LeAlan Jones.

Newman: And Lloyd Newman.

Jones: Peace out.

Newman: Peace out. No good bye. A salaam aleikum.

Jones: A salaam aleikum.

Newman: See ya'.

Jones: And wouldn't want to be ya'.

Newman: Peace out, I'm outta here.

Jones: Peace out.
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